
RocklandCulture.org

ARTISTIC GEMS
HISTORIC AND MODERN

AT NEW YORK CITY’S 
DOORSTEP

Edward Hopper  (Hook Mountain, Nyack), (c. 1899). 
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© Heirs of Josephine N. Hopper, licensed by Whitney Museum



For more than 150 years, Rockland County has served as New York City’s 

cultural lungs, breathing artistic life into Gotham. Overlooking the serene 

majesty of the Hudson River, its historic farming communities have provided 

an ideal environment for artistic inspiration and expression to flourish. Today, 

the Rockland cultural landscape is rich with echoes from its past and exciting 

newer treasures. 

CULTURAL WEALTH ON THE 
HUDSON’S WEST SIDE          

Stony Point Center, Stony Point, NY

The new Tappan Zee Bridge.  
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A STORIED PAST  
AN ECLECTIC PRESENT

New City’s South Mountain Road was home to a 

remarkable group of social activists, intellectuals, 

and alternative thinkers, including artists Ruth 

Reeves, Hugo Robus, Kurt Weill, Lotte Lenya, 

and Henry Varnum Poor, who created a veritable 

Shangri-La here. In addition to his own house, 

Poor built houses for Maxwell Anderson, Burgess 

Meredith, and John Houseman. Such notables as 

Marcel Duchamp and Ingrid Bergman visited him. 

And it was here that Alan Jay Lerner wrote the 

lyrics for Brigadoon.

Edward Hopper House, the world-renowned 

painter’s family home, is one of the many cultural 

attractions in Nyack. A museum and study center 

for Edward Hopper, it also hosts exhibitions of 

contemporary artists such as Carrie Mae Weems, 

David LaChapelle, and Mercedes Helnwein. Artist 

Joseph Cornell, writer Carson McCullers, and 

director Jonathan Demme all called Nyack home.  

In South Nyack, Dr. Pierre Arnold Bernard, a yogi 

businessman, also known as “The Omnipotent Oom,” 

maintained an elaborate menagerie of animals, 

including nine tigers, a pride of lions, and nine 

elephants, which were famous performers up 

through World War II. Oom and playwright Charles 

MacArthur staged circuses to benefit British war 

relief efforts.

The Nyack Art Collective, Rivertown Film, Elmwood 

Playhouse, the Carson McCullers House, and Arts 

Rock contribute to the ongoing cultural discourse 

with exhibitions, films, theater, poetry, and music. 

Rockland Center for the Arts (RoCA) in West 

Nyack was founded by composers Aaron Copland 

and Kurt Weill, playwright Maxwell Anderson, and 

actress Helen Hayes. Visit RoCA for performances, 

contemporary art exhibitions, the Catherine Konner 

Sculpture Park, and a school for the arts.   

Sneden’s Landing has long been refuge for 

artists of all stripes. Vivian Leigh, Laurence  

Olivier, Orson Welles and John Steinbeck were all 

part-time residents. Artist Grace Knowlton, ballet 

dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov, and actors Bill Murray, 

Lorraine Bracco, and Hayden Panettiere have 

called it home. Bell-ans is a vibrant art center 

in historic Orangeburg, set on some 12 acres of 

pastoral land at the foot of Clausland Mountain. 

The family who had established a large factory 

on the property in 1897 now supports artists and 

community events. In Sparkill, the newly formed 

Union Arts Center has a 100-seat concert hall and 

features world-class jazz, classical and world music 

performance as well as a state-of-the-art gallery. 

Piermont is home to six art galleries and The  

Turning Point, where Arlo Guthrie, Kris Kristofferson, 

and New Riders of the Purple Sage have performed 

in an intimate setting. 

In Valley Cottage, on the grounds of the Tolstoy 

Foundation, whose co-founders included Countess  

Alexandria Tolstoy and composer Sergei Rach-

maninoff, stands a faithful replica of a 14c church 

in Pskov, Russia. In Suffern, Abstract Expressionist 

painter Richard Pousette-Dart retreated from the 

bustle of the metropolis. The 1924 restored movie 

palace, Lafayette Theater, merges old and new 

films with live performances. Antrim Playhouse, 

the “Little Theatre in the Woods,” has been the 

starting rung for many talented actors including 

Tyne Daly, Fred Gwynne. Composer John Cage 

sought respite in Pomona. 

Abstract Expressionists Jasper Johns and Sari 

Dienes lived for many years in Stony Point, where  

Penguin Rep Theatre, Rockland’s only professional  

theater, has operated in a restored barn since 1977.  

The hub of Haverstraw’s cultural scene is GARNER  

Arts Center, which presents contemporary arts 

programming in a landmark mill. It houses 70 

working artists, the Hudson Valley Ballet, the 

Shades Repertory Theater, and the largest arts 

festival in the region. Its Creekside Sculpture Trail 

features the primitive stone heads of sculptor Ted 

Ludwiczak, who lived in Haverstraw’s Dutchtown. 

The Haverstraw River Arts and the Arts Council  

of Rockland offer vital public art programming.  

Haverstraw’s Central Presbyterian Church boasts 

twelve Louis Comfort Tiffany windows, and con-

temporary sculptures by artists such as Peter 

Lundberg and Claes Hake dot the riverfront 

promenade.

 - Excerpts from Mark Waller, Gallery Moderne LSL Ltd Piermont, NY 

Dinner party at Crow House, 1965. Henry Varnum Poor papers, 1873-2001, bulk 
1904-1970. Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution  

Penguin Rep Theatre
“America’s Gutsiest Little Theatre”

(NY Times)
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Claes Hake, Vertical Gateway 2001,  
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Ted Ludwiczak, Creekside Trail  
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GARNER Arts Center, Garnerville, NY

Rockland Lake is where Tonalist 

and Impressionist artists, includ-

ing Robert Vonnoh, August 

Franzen, and A. B. Davies (prin-

cipal organizer of the 1913 

Armory Show, which introduced 

modern art to America) found 

artistic refuge.

Nyack Summer Theater, August, 1942.  
(Photo by George Karger/Pi-x Inc. 

The LIFE Images Collection/Getty Images) 



Bed & Breakfast

Michelle & Joe Natale
Innkeepers

112 Hudson Avenue | Haverstraw, NY 10927
845.429.8447 | michelle@bricktowninnbnb.com

www.bricktowninnbnb.com

GARNER HISTORIC DISTRICT
55 w. railroad avenue, garnerville ny 10923
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a 19th century 
textile mill 
reimagined 
as a mixed-use 
artist & artisan villageartist & artisan village
14 acres of artist studios, public arts programming,

a craft brewery, creekside sculpture trail, dining & more
@GARNERarts
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LOCATION OF MAJOR CULTURAL POINTS OF INTEREST



ART&  HOME
Sotheby’s has been uniting 
collectors with works of art 
since 1744. Over 260 years later 
Ellis Sotheby’s International 
Realty was born to be the 
premier broker for extraordinary 
properties from the Hudson 
River to Tuxedo Park… and everything in between. Dedicated to 
the extraordinary at any price point.  The exceptional. The unique.

76 North Broadway, Nyack, NY 
845 . 353 . 4250 

www.ellissothebysrealty.com     

Record breaking sale of Basquiat, $110.5M

The elements of an extraordinary life
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exhibitions h school for the arts
catherine konner sculpture park

performances h summer arts day camp

www.rocklandartcenter.org   (845) 358-0877
27 s greenbush rd, w nyack, ny 10994
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