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A Minute with the Mayor
Over the last four years, the Village Board and I have taken an ag-
gressive stand on tackling the Village’s aging infrastructure. I assure 
you infrastructure is a top priority for us. We have developed and im-
plemented a paving plan and infrastructure project list to address 
roadways, drainage and many other safety concerns.   This past 
year we have spent over $800,000 on roads and sidewalks and 
only $200,000 was from your local tax dollars. 

To help offset costs, we’ve established CostShare Agreements with  
utility companies. These agreements collect monies from utility  
companies for the restoration of the roadway after a water / gas main  
are replaced.  The funds are then allocated to help with the costs  
for paving of the roadway. To date, we’ve collected over $600,000 
to be utilized on the paving of our local streets. 

We are continually brainstorming avenues to collect funds to help with our infrastructure improve-
ments.  We’ve reached out to our State representatives and applied for funding for the repaving of 
roadways. One project that came with a large price tag was the paving of Samsondale Avenue but 
working together with Assemblyman Ken Zebrowski allowed us to finalize this project this year. 

Annually the Village applies for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding to allow for 
improvements in qualifying areas of the Village. Since 2016, we’ve been successful in applying for 
grants and have been awarded $383,500 to be used for our Safer Streets project which includes 
infrastructure improvements on Cosgrove, Blauvelt and Demarest Avenue and Center and North 
Street.  This project’s goal is to create a safe walking and biking path for all residents, especially 
children commuting to and from the elementary school.

continued on page 7

News and Announcements
Building Department:  For the convenience of our  residents and business owners, 
our Building Inspector will now have extended hours on the third Thursday and  Saturday 
of each month. During these hours the inspector will be able to perform C&O and Violation 
searches, building permit inspections, fire inspections, and assist the public with any con-
cerns or questions. 

Website: We have launched our updated website!  Our website is now user friendly, infor-
mative and highlights all the wonderful things going on in the Village!
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HELPFUL FALL TIPS 

• Yard waste pick up is scheduled every Friday, the last pick up for the year is December 6th 
• Leaves should be placed in brown paper yard waste bags 
• Yard waste bags are available at Village Hall and are free of charge to all West Haverstraw residents

HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE

With the upcoming holidays, we would like to remind you that when Village offices are closed, services 
are suspended for the day.  All services resume the following business day.

Below is a list of the upcoming holidays:

• November 5 – Election Day
• November 11 – Veteran’s Day
• November 28 & 29 – Thanksgiving
• December 25 – Christmas
• January 1 – New Year’s Day

Watch your mail for our 2020 Collection Calendar

MATTRESS AND BOX SPRING DISPOSAL

If you are disposing of a mattress or box spring the Village of West Haverstraw is requesting that they be 
sealed in a plastic bag before putting them out for bulk pickup.  This will help in preventing the spread 
of pests. 

The Village provides these bags to you free of charge.  Feel free to pick them up at the DPW between 
the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

If you place your mattress or box spring curbside and it is not placed in a mattress bag it will not be 
picked up.

SNOW REMOVAL

The DPW is committed to the safety of our residents. Clearing and salting efforts focus first on major 
roads and then residential streets.  The department will complete plowing and salting as quickly and 
safely as possible,   which allows for a rapid return of normal traffic flow and the resumption of garbage 
collection and other services. Please be patient and allow sufficient time for snow operations to be 
implemented.

REMINDER - The Village lifted the overnight parking ban for the winter months, however if snow accu-
mulation of more than 2 inches is expected, a snow emergency will be declared and vehicles will be 
prohibited from parking on any roadway.  

 For more information please check our website at www.westhaverstraw.org 
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3rd Annual Candle Light Ceremony
The Village of West Haverstraw and the Friends and Family of Ashley Nicole Badenchini hosted the 
3rd Annual Candle Light Ceremony honoring all those lost on September 11, 2001, in loving mem-

ory of Ashley. Friends and families memorialized their loved 
ones by writing messages on lit lanterns that floated around 
Peck’s Pond. The ceremony highlighted all the Rockland 
County residents lost in September 11th and honored all the 
current emergency responders servicing our community. 

This year with the support and assistance of the Friends and 
Family of Ashley Nicole and Ryder’s Lawn Care, the Village placed 
a permanent memorial around the pond. The memorial is meant 
to offer a place for quiet reflection. The Village would like to 
thank Richard and Anna Maria Badenchini for allowing the 
us to share in the memory of the daughter while honoring 
our emergency responders.

Dancing Under the Stars
The Village hosted Dancing Under the Stars on Friday,  
September 13, 2019, at the GARNER Historic  
District featuring Dr. K’s Motown Revue and DJ 
Ginny Norfleet. The event was well attended and 
everyone enjoyed the entertainment! It was a pic-
ture perfect night and a great way to end the sum-
mer season!  

Please check our website in early spring for details 

Honoring the local American Legion Auxiliary Unit #130 
On Wednesday, September 4th, the Village Board presented our local American Legion Auxiliary Unit 
#130 with individual certificates, a plaque, and refreshments. The National Legion Auxiliary is cele-
brating 100 years while this group is celebrating 27 years of service.  

The group provides support to our men and women Veterans. They host a variety of luncheons with 
entertainment, adopt troops overseas and send care packages, help donate supplies to the Castle  
Point Veterans Food Pantry and donate a variety of necessities to the Veterans of Montrose VA Hospital.

We thank Unit 
#130 for their 
commitment and  
dedicated service  
to our Veterans. 
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Since taking office in January as your representative in Albany, it has been a busy and productive year. Thank 
you to Mayor Rob D’Amelio and the Village Board for offering me this space to share a few updates.

I’m excited to announce that we have now opened our North Rockland District Office, and it’s right here in 
West Haverstraw! The office is located at the Garner Arts Center, 55 W. Railroad Avenue, 1st Floor, Suite A2 
(right across the street from Zugibe’s Hardware) and is open Monday through Friday from 9:00am-5:00pm. 
Please feel free to visit our office at any time; my staff is always available to assist with any issues with state 
agencies (DMV, EZ-Pass, Department of Health, etc.) or private entities like insurance companies. I made sure 
that one of our bilingual staffers will work full-time in this office to best serve our Spanish-speaking constitu-
ents. Walk-ins are welcome, but you can also call us at 845-786-6710.

On the legislative front, I have been tirelessly fighting for North Rockland, and in particular working to bring 
relief to the North Rockland School District and taxpayers. Since I was first elected to the Legislature in 2013, 
I succeeded in finally bringing full-day kindergarten to North Rockland and have helped direct an additional 
$25 million in new state funding to the school district - money that will come to North Rockland each and 
every year. Thanks in part to the new state aid, the district’s finances are the strongest they’ve been in many 
years. But, I know that taxpayers still need more relief. Earlier this year, I voted to make the property tax cap 
permanent, and I recently introduced legislation to direct new revenue from Bear Mountain State Park to 
North Rockland for property tax relief. Protecting North Rockland’s school district and property taxpayers is 
one of my top priorities as your State Senator. 

I’m also proud that we took action to protect public health by enacting legislation that ended the much-abused  
vaccine exemptions that allowed too many New Yorkers to circumvent our school immunization requirements. With 
the measles epidemic raging in Rockland this spring, this change was desperately needed, and was long overdue.

As Chairman of the Senate’s investigations committee, my team has been hard at work this year on several 
examinations, including our recently concluded investigation into housing and building code enforcement 
around the state and, specifically, in the Town of Ramapo. Our 143-page report revealed a culture of danger-
ously lax enforcement that continues to put many residents and first responders at risk. Everyone deserves 
safe, clean, and affordable living conditions, which is why, in the upcoming legislative session, I’ll be working 
to make code enforcement a priority for state government again.

Thank you for affording me the privilege to serve you in the State Senate!
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 Dear West Haverstraw Residents:

As your State representative in Albany, my job is to advocate for you and work to improve the community 
that you live in. During the legislative session, I author and vote for legislation and support statewide issues 
that will benefit Rocklanders. In the district, I regularly meet with local organizations and constituents who 
come forth with different issues that my office assists in.  I also fight to secure state funding for the Village; I 
work closely with Mayor D’Amelio and the Village Trustees to identify projects, like road paving and exciting 
initiatives that will improve the community. 

I am happy to announce that I was able to successfully secure funding for two new infrastructure upgrades 
for the Village:
 1. Milling and repaving of Samsondale Avenue
 2. Resurfacing the roller rink and adding new boards

In addition, I am incredibly honored and happy to have been able to secure funding to make long-overdue  
improvements to the Calico Hill War Memorial on Railroad Avenue. Earlier this summer, I met with Mayor D’Amelio 
and Leo Laders Post 130 Commander Don Joachim to discuss specific improvement ideas for the memorial. Over  
the years, various monuments have been damaged or simply have aged and are in need of repair. In addition to  
these repairs, we want to include upgrades to improve the experience of ceremonies that are held there,  
increase privacy for visitors, and make more space for future medallions. As the final restoration plans are  
solidified, I will be working with the Village and veterans to esure that this memorial is reflective of our  
community’s appreciation of our veterans. The Village deserves a beautiful space for veterans and their  
families to pay tribute and reflect.

Something that I have always worked toward is looking for new ways to spur economic development in our 
local municipalities. West Haverstraw has a gem that sits right in the backyard of the Village - The GARNER 
Arts Center. I’ve worked closely with Mayor D’Amelio and president and founder Robin Rosenberg to develop 
new ways to increase tourism to revitalize the historic district. The Center is becoming a hub in Rockland for 
the arts, craft beer, and now retail and restaurants. This is also the first year that GARNER held their L.A.B. Fest 
(Live Art & Beer).  I was happy to support GARNER’s application to New York State’s Empire State Development 
Corporation that awarded them $120,000 to hold the two-day festival. Thousands of people throughout  
the region came to enjoy craft beer from over 40 breweries, food trucks, and art installations. This festival 
absolutely increased visibility for Rockland and spurred economic growth in the area. 

I look forward to continuing to work with your local representatives fighting up in Albany for issues that matter  
to you. The Village of West Haverstraw is a wonderful place to work, live, and raise a family. I assure you that I 
am committed to continually improving the community while ensuring that families can afford to stay here.
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An Update From Rockland County Legislators  
Michael Grant and Jay Hood Jr.

We’re excited to let everyone know that ongoing careful fiscal management has again paid off for Rockland  
County, as we’ve recorded a third consecutive year of budget surplus – bringing our unassigned fund  
balance (sometimes called a reserve fund) to an impressive $32.3 million! 

In practical terms, this means we have additional funds in the County’s “bank account” to help cover unexpected 
expenses, a necessary tool for responsible budgeting.

Just as importantly, we’ve achieved this milestone without sacrificing the vital services County residents rely on 
- consumer protection for homeowners, youth employment programs, early intervention and pre-k to help our 
children succeed in school, professional training for our volunteer firefighters, voter registration, social service 
programs, public transportation and so much more.

We also continue to support County funding for the many nonprofit organizations that serve our residents,  
including the Garner Arts Center, Leo Ladders American Legion Post 130, Harold B. Holt–Manny Lopez  
American Legion Post 46, United Hospice of Rockland, Catholic Community Services of Rockland, and Rockland 
21C, among others.

Our commitment to ensuring safe infrastructure also remains strong. This spring, we saw the dedication of the 
beautiful new Samsondale Avenue Bridge. We paid for 95 percent of the $5.5 million project through the smart 
use of Federal and State reimbursement funds, saving local tax dollars.

We also completed a new $1 million retaining wall along the Minisceongo Creek off Suffern Lane. The storm-dam-
aged embankment was replaced by a system designed to better handle the rough runoff that can result in times 
of strong rains and snow melt. 

Design and other work, including community outreach, is already under way for another major project: the 
complete reconstruction of the Suffern Lane & Hammond Road Intersection, where a round-about will be in-
stalled. Construction on the $5.4 million project is expected in 2021.

Design work for both the Grassy Point Road Bridge Replacement, with an estimated construction cost of $2 million, 
and the Calls Hollow Road Bridge Repairs, with an estimated construction cost of $900,000, is set to begin this 
year; actual construction is scheduled for 2021. Funding from the state BRIDGE NY infrastructure improvement 
program is helping to cover the costs.

Gorgeous Haverstraw Bay County Park also has new additions, including the new Iraq & Afghanistan Memorial  
to recognize the sacrifices of the Rockland residents who have lost their lives in the War on Terror, including  
Haverstraw’s own Army Cpl. Manny Lopez.

A new Universal Accessible Kayak Launch was installed to provide people with disabilities with access to the 
Hudson River. The aged wooden docks were also replaced with marine grade structural composite lumber. 
About two-thirds of the funding for the $167,755 project was obtained through a State grant, with the County 
covering the remaining costs. 

The County Executive’s Proposed 2020 County Budget is due by Oct. 1 and the Legislature will conduct a rigorous 
review, led by Legislator Hood, chair of the Legislature’s Budget & Finance Committee, and Legislator Grant,  
the Vice Chair.
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Fire Department:
The Village of West Haverstraw Fire Department is committed to the safety of our residents during a time of 
crisis. The department is comprised of two fire companies: S.W. Johnson Fire Company #1 and Volunteer Hose 
Company #2.  They rely on volunteer service to fulfill the responsibilities of the department. 

The West Haverstraw Fire Department is in need of upgrading two firefighting vehicles with apparatus. The 
vehicles are necessary to meet the demands of the department and ensure the safety of our residents. 

On the Tuesday, November 5, 2019, ballot there will be a mandatory referendum. The Village of West Haverstraw 
Board of Trustees is seeking your approval for the financing of these two vehicles for the West Haverstraw Fire 
Department.

A Minute with the Mayor
continued from page 1 

We’ve collaborated with utility companies and upgraded gas and water main systems BEFORE  
installing drainage on Jones Drive. Once the underground utilities were addressed, we were able to pave the 
street. This project took time and coordination between utility companies and our Village team; however, the 
end result is a street with upgraded underground utilities and a smooth safe roadway.  

Between the years 2016 – 2018, the Village Board and I approved and funded eighteen streets to be paved. This year, the Village 
Board committed to paving every street on the east side of the railroad tracks. That’s ten streets!  We are proud to finally address 
these streets, many of which haven’t been paved in over twenty years.  

We are moving at an incredible pace and addressing as many concerns as we can while being fiscally responsible. We will  
strive to improve this Village and provide quality services to our residents and businesses. I always welcome your comments and 
suggestions.

Robert R. D’Amelio
ROBERT  R.  D’AMELIO



Village of West Haverstraw
130 Samsondale Avenue

West Haverstraw, NY 10993

PHONE:
(845) 947-2800

FAX:  
(845) 947-1560

EMAIL:
info@westhaverstraw.org

Village Hall / Justice Court
Hour of Operation

Monday - Friday
8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

Village Board Meetings
1st and 3rd Wednesdays

7:00 PM

Department of Public Works
(845) 429-4460

Monday - Friday
7:00 AM - 3:00 PM

FALL 2019
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Submit your photos or artwork for a chance to be featured in an 
issue of our next newsletter. Email to mayor@westhaverstraw.org

Annual holiday celebration 
Tuesday, December 3, 2019, at 6:30pm
West Haverstraw Community Center 

(130 Samsondale Avenue, west Haverstraw)
 

Our holly and jolly celebration will feature 
festive singing, refreshments and  

Santa will be making an appearance


